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Abstract
 
Many regions have lost their peculiarities of vernacular architecture due to the
effects of global changes. But Brayut Village in Yogyakarta still has many
vernacular houses with various types although the village has been transformed
through the process of commercialization into a tourist village. One of the
factors affecting the resilience of the village is gender. This study aims to explore
the role of gender in the process of transforming vernacular settlement in Brayut
tourist village. The qualitative empirical research study was applied during the
commercialization process. In-depth interviews with women who play a role in
the transformation process are conducted in three stages by interviewing all
owners or residents of the vernacular house to explore the basic data of the
transformation process, than classified the result in the gender based, and last
stage analyzing gender relations to the possibility of vernacular settlement
sustainability. The result explore gender roles in maintaining vernacular
architecture.
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In t roduct ion
Background and Aims of  Study
Yogyakar ta  has  many  vernacu lar  arch i tec tures  w i th  the
pecu l iar i t ies  o f  the  nature  o f  the  loca l i t y  that  each  reg ion  has .  The
vernacu lar  def in i t ion  used  based  on  Hour igan  (2015)  wh ich
des igned  not  by  the  arch i tec ts  and  not  bu i l t  for  import  or  to
impress  a  cu l tura l  e l i te .  One  of  the  fac tors  a f fec t ing  the  res i l i ence
of  Brayut  v i l l age  as  a  vernacu lar  se t t lement  i s  gender .  Th is  s tudy
a ims  to  exp lore  the  ro le  o f  gender  in  the  process  o f  t ransforming
vernacu lar  se t t lement  by  learn ing  f rom the  exper ience  o f  the
Brayut  tour i s t  v i l l age .
In  g loba l  there  are  severa l  i ssue  on  gender  ( I versen ,  2017) ,  they
are  (  1 )  The  pay  gap  between men and  women (WEF ,  2017) ,  2 )
Abort ion  r ights  (Denbow,  2005) ,  3 )  Educat ing  aga ins t  ch i ld
marr iage  (Sek ine  &  Hodgk in ,  2014) ,  4 )  Gender  equa l i t y  (McC leary -
S i l l s ,   Hanmer ,  Parsons ,   &  K lugman 2015) ,  5 )  Woman ’s  ab i l i t y  to
contro l  her  own body  and  fer t i l i t y ,  6 )  Inequa l i ty  work - l i fe  ba lance ,
7 )  Prob lems wi th  parenta l  leave .   The  ro les  that  women p lay  are
d i f ferent  in  any  g iven  soc ie ty ,  and  the i r  s i tuat ion  (Utama &
Purwanto ,  2017)  i s  determined  by  the  leg is la t ion ,  re l ig ious  norms ,
economic  s ta tus  or  c lass ,  cu l tura l  va lues ,  e thn ic i ty  and  types  o f
product ive  ac t i v i ty  o f  the i r  country ,  communi ty  and  househo ld .  
In  each  o f  these  areas  the  deve lopment  process  has  o f ten
adverse ly  a f fec ted  –reproduct ion ,  product ion  and  communi ty  –
women ( Jabeen ,  2014) .Gender  in  the  arch i tec tura l  and  urban
context  has  not  been  much d iscussed  in  the  l i tera ture
(Beebee jaun ,  2016) ,  but  f rom a  number  o f  papers  that  have  a
gender  po int  o f  v iew more  o f ten  i t  seen  as  a  f igures  who contro l  a
par t i cu lar  space  in  a  c i ty  or  house .  For  example ,  the  granary  as  a
female  space  domain  in  the  Juruan  Laok  Madura  Barat  v i l l age
communi ty  ( Febr ianto ,  Wulandar i  &  Santosa ,  2017) .  But  in  Ba l i  the
female  domain  i s  seen  in  the  vernacu lar  arch i tec ture  which  i s
more  concerned  wi th  women's  ac t i v i t ies  as  a  bas is  for  hous ing
construct ion  (Winar ta  &  Dharmadiatmika ,  2018) .  J abeen  (2014)
says  that  in  the  product ion  o f  houses  women are
underrepresented  in  dec is ion-mak ing  ( Jabeen ,  2014) .  Th is  paper
a lso  exp lores  gender  ro les  in  vernacu lar  bu i ld ings ,  espec ia l l y  in
the  set t lement  t ransformat ion  process  w i th  the  case  s tudy  o f
Brayut  tour i sm v i l l age .
Scope  and  Methodology  o f  the  S tudy
The  qua l i ta t i ve  empir i ca l  research  s tudy  was  app l ied  to  the
transformat ion  o f  vernacu lar  se t t lement  by  the  loca ls  before  and
af ter  commerc ia l i za t ion  process .  In -depth  in terv iews  w i th  women
who p lay  a  ro le  in  the  t ransformat ion  process  are  conducted  in
three  s tages .  The  f i r s t  s tage ,  in terv iewing  a l l  owners  or  res idents
of  the  vernacu lar  house  to  exp lore  the  bas ic  data  o f  the
t ransformat ion  process .  Second ,  the  in -depth  in terv iew wi th  the
owner  or  the  female  inhab i tants  about  the i r  invo lvement  in  the
process .  The  th i rd  ana lyzes  gender  re la t ions  to  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f
vernacu lar  se t t lement  susta inab i l i t y .  By  synthes iz ing  these
re la t ionsh ips  can  resu l t  in  fu ture  gender  ro les  in  mainta in ing
vernacu lar  arch i tec ture .
The  qua l i ta t i ve  ana lys i s  o f  f i ve  representat i ve  rura l  vernacu lar
houses  se lec ted  f rom the  24  vernacu lar  houses  that  can  be
current ly  found in  Brayut .  Th is  s tudy  i s  most ly  based  on  f i r s t  year
research  repor t  o f  Rudwiar t i ,  Pud iant i  &  Had i  (2017) ,  conta ins  a
fu l l  h i s tory  o f  the  houses ,  such  as  the  year  o f  const ruct ion  and
ownersh ip ,  and  deta i led  measured  drawings .  To  ver i fy  the
f ind ings ,  f ie ld  surveys  and  in terv iews  w i th  res idents  were
conducted  to  exp lore  the  gender  i ssue  on  i t . Four  case  s tud ies
were  taken  to  dep ic t  the  ro le  o f  the  gender .  Each  o f  the  case  has
i t s  character  on  how women preserved  the i r  vernacu lar  house
(Tab le  1 ) .   
Background  o f  Brayut  Rura l  Tour ism
  Brayut  i s  the  agrar ian  v i l l age  in  Kabupaten  S leman,  Daerah
Is t imewa Yogyakar ta  which  had  t ransformed in  rura l  tour i sm
(F igure  1 ) .  I t  i s  located  in  nor th  o f  Daerah   I s t imewa Yogyakar ta
From the  twenty  four  (24 )  t rad i t iona l  houses ,  on ly  ten  (10 )  houses
are  not  used  as  one  o f  the  tour i s t  support  fac i l i t i es  ( f i gure  2 ) ,
there  are  houses  that  funct ion  as  souven i r  shops ,  homestays ,
meet ing  po ints  or  mass  meet ing  rooms,  workshops  for  t rad i t iona l
mus ic  and  t rad i t iona l  dance .  F igure  2  a l so  shows  the  locat ion  o f
the  four  case  s tud ies  and  the i r  prof i le  as  showed in  tab le  1 .
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Case  Ana lys is
House  no  4
In  th i s  case  the  loca t ion  o f  the  house  was  o r ig ina l l y  pa r t  o f  a  Jog lo
house  loca ted  in  the  eas t  o f  the  house .  The  o r ig ina l  func t ion  was  as
an  ‘emper ’  o f  the  Jog lo  house  wh ich  se rved  as  a  k i t chen  a rea  and  a
gra in  d ry ing  p lace .  Bu t  then  i t  was  inher i ted  to  the  son  o f  the  Jog lo
owner .  And  cons ide r ing  the  pos i t i on  o f  the  he i r  i s  the  son  o f  the  Jog lo
owner ,  the  fo rm o f  the  house  canno t  use  the  same shape  o f  the  co re
house  (Jog lo ) .  Then  the  bas ic  fo rm o f  house  number  4  i s  l imasan
wh ich  i s  a  s imp le r  fo rm o f  house  than  Jog lo  (F igu re  3 ) .
F ig  3 :  T rans fo rmat ion  o f  House  no .  4 .
Source :  Rudwia r t i ,  Pud ian t i  &  V i tasu rya ,  2016
ter  the  he i r  o f  the  house  d ies ,  the  house  i s  inher i ted  to  h is  w i fe .
At  th i s  t ime the  ro le  o f  the  w i fe  in  mainta in ing  vernacu lar
bu i ld ings  began  to  appear .  The  w i fe ' s  mot ivat ion  beg ins  w i th
her  des i re  to  mainta in  the  or ig ina l  form of  the  house  as  a
memory  o f  her  husband and  to  respect  the  husband 's  legacy .
And when Brayut  v i l l age  became a  tour i s t  v i l l age ,  she  dec ided  to
par t i c ipate  in  the  tour i s t  v i l l age  by  prov id ing  the  f ront  room of
her  house  to  be  used  as  a  meet ing  room or  dance  prac t i ce
room.  Under  these  cond i t ions ,  the  house  i s  we l l  ma inta ined  and
remains  l i ke  the  or ig ina l  cond i t ion  as  i t  was  bu i l t .  The  pr inc ip le
of  preserv ing  th is  husband 's  inher i tance  house  i s  a l so
t ransmi t ted  to  h is  ch i ldren  in  the  hope  that  they  can  a l so
mainta in  the  cond i t ion  o f  the  house  la ter .
Af
House  no  5
The  case  i s  a lmos t  the  same as  the  house  case  no .  4 ,  the  cu r ren t
homeowner  i s  the  w i fe  o f  the  f i r s t  he i r .  She  l i ves  w i th  h i s
g randson  on  the  back  s ide  o f  the  house .  The  shape  o f  th i s  house
is  a  fo rm o f  Jog lo .  The  shape  o f  the  Jog lo  i s  used  cons ide r ing
tha t  when  the  house  was  bu i l t ,  t he  f i r s t  owner  was  a  ‘ l u rah ’
( v i l l age  o f f i c ia l ) ,  and  so  the  fo rm o f  the  house  used  the  h ighes t
h ie ra rchy  o f  the  Javanese  house .  The  h igh  pos i t i on  in  the
commun i t y  mot i va tes  the  he i r  o f  the  house  w i th  h i s  fami l y
members  to  ma in ta in  the  fami l y ' s  p r ide .  The  ma in  house  i s
ma in ta ined  as  be fo re  to  be  used  fo r  tou r i s t  pu rposes  (mee t ing
and  homes tay  rooms) .  The  s ide  house  (gandok)  i s  changed  as  the
res idence  o f  the  cu r ren t  he i r  (F igu re  4 ) .
House  No 7 .
Th is  house  i s  a  forerunner  o f  t ransforming  Brayut  v i l l age  in to  a
tour i s t  v i l l age .  The  typo logy  o f  th i s  house  i s  s inom which  i s  s t i l l
very  we l l  ma inta ined .  Th is  house  i s  a l so  inhab i ted  by  the  w i fe  o f
the  he i r  a long  w i th  her  son  who works  as  an  Eng l i sh  teacher .  He
of ten  inv i tes  fore ign  guests  to  come and  see  c lose ly  the  Brayut
rura l  a tmosphere  which  i s  s t i l l  very  t rad i t iona l .  In  the  next
deve lopment  he  was  the  one  who in i t ia ted  Brayut  v i l l age  in to  a
tour i s t  v i l l age .  However ,  h i s  mother  d id  not  want  her  house  to
become a  homestay ,  she  on ly  gave  permiss ion  for  a  par t  o f  her
house  to  be  a  souven i r  shop.  Th is  woman takes  great  care  o f  her
pr ivacy  and  does  not  want  any  in ter ference  w i th  the  arr i va l  o f
tour i s ts  in  her  house ,  except  in  the  shop.  Even  so ,  she  and  her
ch i ldren  s t i l l  keep  the  vernacu lar  house  that  i s  owned as  the
or ig ina l  cond i t ion  and  very  we l l  ma inta ined  (F igure  5 ) .
F ig  4 :  T rans fo rmat ion  o f  House  no .  5 .
Source :  Rudwia r t i ,  Pud ian t i  &  V i tasu rya ,  2016
F ig  5 :  T rans fo rmat ion  o f  House  no .  7 .
Source :  Survey ,  2017
House  No  16
Th is  case  i s  ve ry  d i f fe ren t  f rom the  th ree  p rev ious  cases .  The
typo logy  o f  th i s  house  i s  ‘ l imasan  pacu l  gowang ’ .  I n  th i s  case ,  the
second  genera t ion  he i rs  s t i l l  l i ve  he re  w i th  h i s  w i fe ,  bu t  cons ide r ing
w i th  the i r  age ,  the  house  i s  t rea ted  by  d i v id ing  the  respons ib i l i t y  o f
ma in ta in ing  the  house  among  the  th ree  ch i ld ren .  The  ‘pendapa ’  i s
inher i ted  to  the  younges t  daugh te r ,  the  ‘da lem ’  pa r t  fo r  the  fou r th
boy  s t i l l  l i v ing  in  B rayu t ,  and  the  th i rd  pa r t  i s  the  inher i tance  o f  the
younges t  boy  (F igu re  6 ) .  A t  a  g lance  th i s  way  t r i ggers  the
occur rence  o f  con f l i c t ,  bu t  i n  fac t  i t  does  no t  happen  cons ide r ing
the  Javanese  have  the  na tu re  o f  avo id ing  con f l i c t  (Mu lder ,  1996) .
The  Javanese  peop le  i s  tends  to  ca re  fo r  the  needs  o f  o the rs  and
the  ex is tence  o f  women i s  one  o f  the  impor tan t  ro le  to  ba lance  the
po ten t ia l  con f l i c t .
F ig  6 :  T rans fo rmat ion  o f  House  no .  16 .
Source :  Survey ,  2017
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House  No.  18
Th is  house  i s  a  ‘ l imasan  house  o f  Pacu l  Gowang ’  wh ich  i s
current ly  deve loped  (F igure  7 ) .  The  owner  o f  th i s  house  and
his  w i fe ,  because  o f  the i r  age ,  current ly  l i ves  w i th  the  number
two daughter  in  the  house .  The i r  daughter  i s  the  one  who has
the  des i re  to  preserve  the  or ig ina l  house .  She  i s  a  re t i red
teacher  who i s  very  concerned  about  cu l tura l  preservat ion .
Th is  house  i s  not  used  as  a  homestay  because  o f  the  l imi ta t ion
of  the  space  and  rooms for  res idents .  Even  so  she  i s  one  o f
the  manager  o f  the  tour i sm v i l l age .  She  a l so  encouraged  the
v i l l agers  to  mainta in  the i r  houses  i f  i t  c lass i f ied  as  vernacu lar
houses .  
Conc lus ion
Set t lements  a re  a lways  t rans fo rmed t ime  a f te r  t imes .  And  w i th  the
g loba l i za t ion  o f  i n fo rmat ion ,  ve rnacu la r  se t t l ements  have  the  po ten t ia l
to  exper ience  changes  in  accordance  w i th  the  economic  and  soc ia l
demands  o f  the  commun i t y .  However ,  ve rnacu la r  se t t l ements  have  the
po ten t ia l  t o  be  p reserved  as  cu l tu ra l  he r i tage  tha t  deserves  to  be
processed  in to  cu l tu ra l  tou r i sm a t t rac t ions .
The  ro le  o f  gender  i n  conserva t ion  e f fo r t s  i n  the  p rocess  o f
t rans fo rm ing  ve rnacu la r  se t t l ements  in  B rayu t  i s  i n  fac t  ve ry
impor tan t .  Women as  educa to rs  in  the  fami l y  can  have  a  ro le  in
sp read ing  the  p reserva t ion  o f  cu l tu ra l  va lues .  Bu t  na tu ra l l y  Javanese
women in  B rayu t  have  the  mot i va t ion  to  ma in ta in  an  ances t ra l
he r i tage  tha t  can  be  a  fami l y  p r ide ,  as  we l l  as  p r ide  as  a  Javanese
who has  d is t i nc t i ve  va lues  embod ied  in  a  ve rnacu la r  house .
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F ig  7 :  T rans fo rmat ion  o f  House  no .  18 .
Source :  Survey ,  2017
Gender  Ro le  in  Transformat ion  Vernacu lar  Set t lement
Learn ing  f rom the  Brayut  case ,  the  ro le  o f  women in
mainta in ing  vernacu lar  bu i ld ings  i s  qu i te  powerfu l ,  and  the
ro les  are  character i zed  by  d i f ferent  mot ivat ions  as  in  Tab le  2 .
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hat  Jabeen  (2014)  sa id  that  the  imba lance  o f  dec is ion  mak ing
between men and  women in  the  adaptat ion  o f  houses  in  Dhaka ,
the  ro le  o f  women in  vernacu lar  se t t lements  in  Brayut  i s  c lear ly
v i s ib le .  Brayut  woman ’s  ro le  as  dec is ion  makers  ac tua l l y  a im to
s t rengthen  the  pos i t ion  o f  men both  as  spouses  or  ancestors .
Empowerment  women are  not  in terpreted  as  reduc ing  the
power  o f  men,  but  ins tead  as  a  complement  or  ba lancer  in
uphold ing  the  honour  and  pr ide  o f  the  nob i l i t y .  Women ac t  as
housewives  who prov ide  educat iona l  va lues  o f  l i fe  inc lud ing
cu l tura l  va lues  that  need  to  be  preserved .  Therefore ,  the
knowledge  o f  the  importance  o f  preserv ing  vernacu lar
bu i ld ings  needs  to  be  unders tood ,  espec ia l l y  by  the  women,  so
that  they  can  be  t ransmi t ted  through the  ac t i v i t ies  o f  in formal
educat ion  in  the  fami ly .
